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DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restrictions 

1. Claims 2-4, 12, and 15 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 
CFR 1. 142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected embodiment, there being no allowable 
generic or linking claim. Election was made without traverse during a phone 
conversation with Mr. Jon Nelson on June 21 st , 2005. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Young (US 5,964,384) in view of Miller (US 6,305,587). 

Regarding claim 1, Young discloses a foldable luggage bag comprising, in 
combination: a first lesser capacity partial bag (20) made from a flexible material and 
including an outside surface (23) and an open periphery (30) with a first peripheral 
fastening mechanism (51) extending around the open periphery; a second flexible 
partial bag (60) of greater capacity than the first bag, said second bag formed of flexible 
material with an outside surface including a lateral side surface (23) formed at least in 
part by the outside surface of said first bag, said second partial bag including a separate 
section integrally attached to and extending from the open periphery (col. 3 lines 41-45) 
of the first bag with the first peripheral fastening mechanism maintained on the outside 
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surface to enable forming a bag enclosure comprised of the volume of the first bag and 
the second bag, said second bag further including a second fastener mechanism (52) 
on the outside surface of said separate section, said second fastener mechanism 
having the same length as the first fastening mechanism and also fully attachable along 
its length to the first fastening mechanism, said second fastener mechanism encircling a 
part of the separate section of said second bag outside surface whereby the first 
fastener mechanism and the second fastener mechanism may be connected to enclose 
a portion of the separate section of the second bag within a volume comprised of the 
first bag and said part of the second bag part of the second bag encircled by the second 
fastener mechanism (Figure 1). 

Young fails to disclose the first and second fastener mechanisms as being closed 
loop, as the fastener mechanisms are found on only three out of the four sides of the 
bags, the fourth side having a hinge located thereon. 

Miller, however, discloses a similar bag configuration where a second bag is 
pulled from a first bag (Figures 9A and 9B) in order to provide a user with more storage 
space. Specifically, Miller teaches a first bag having a first closed loop fastener 
mechanism (102) encircling a periphery of the bag. A second bag is pulled out of the 
first bag, the second bag having a second closed loop fastener mechanism (102) on an 
outside surface thereof, the first and second fastener mechanisms operable to be joined 
together when containing the second bag within the first bag (Figure 1). 

Referring back to Young, Young teaches that his bag system is convenient in 
that it allows a user to leave the contents of the first smaller bag in their place when 
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pulling out the second larger bag (col. 1 lines 55-59). Looking at the operation of 
Young's bag system (Figure 2), a user must first tip over the first smaller bag in order to 
pull out the second larger bag and use it as a backpack, effectively tipping over or 
disrupting the contents of the first smaller bag. Referring to the Miller bag system, the 
second larger bag can be pulled from the first smaller bag without having to tip over the 
first smaller bag. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the convertible bag of Young by forming the bag 
system in such a way that the second bag would be concealed within the first bag using 
closed loop fastener mechanisms, as taught by Miller, still providing the user the option 
of using a single smaller bag or pulling out a second larger bag for additional storage, 
but additionally and more conveniently allowing the contents of the first smaller bag to 
be even further unaffected during the bag conversion. Examiner submits the following 
figure to more clearly show the resulting combination of Young in view of Miller's 
teachings. 
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Regarding claim 5, the fastener mechanism of Young is in fact a zipper, 
effectively satisfying the limitations of the claim. 

4. Claims 6-11, 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Young in view of Miller, and further in view of Kepper (US 2,729,257). 

Regarding claim 6, Young in view of Miller discloses the claimed invention, 
including the bag system being in the form of a backpack, said second partial bag 
comprising an enclosed bag with a bottom panel, a front panel including the first partial 
bag, a back panel spaced from the front panel, a connecting top and side panel joined 
to the bottom panel, back panel, and the front panels, a closure mechanism in the side 
panel which may be opened for access to the interior of the second bag, and at least 
one back strap attached to the back panel. 

Young in view of Miller fails to disclose a user also having access to the interior 
of the first bag through the closure mechanism in the side panel of the second bag, as 
there is a panel (21 , Young) separating the respective volumes of the first and second 
bags. 

Kepper, however, teaches that when a convertible bag comprises a second bag 
(6) being pulled from a first bag (1), the panel (7) separating the respective volumes of 
the first and second bags may be detachable, allowing a user to access both of the 
bags' interiors through a single opening. It would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the bag system of 
Young in view of Miller by making wall (21) detachable, as taught by Kepper, in order to 
allow a user to store larger objects, objects that would otherwise be incapable of being 
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stored within the volume of a single bag, in a combination of both of the bags' volumes, 
increasing the utility of the expandable bag. 

Regarding claim 7, the expandable bag of Young in view of Miller, and further in 
view of Kepper includes first and second back straps attached to the back panel, 
effectively satisfying the limitations of the claim. 

Regarding claim 8, the straps of Young in view of Miller, and further in view of 
Kepper are adjustable, effectively satisfying the limitations of the claim. 

Regarding claims 9 and 10, the expandable bag of Young in view of Miller, and 
further in view of Kepper includes a zippered access mechanism in the first partial bag, 
effectively satisfying the limitations of the claims. 

Regarding claim 1 1, the expandable bag of Young in view of Miller, and further in 
view of Kepper comprises a front display panel (20, Young) and a circumferential side 
panel attached around a first edge of the front panel, effectively satisfying the limitations 
of the claim. 

Regarding claim 14, the first bag of Young in view of Miller, and further in view of 
Kepper (20, Young) is positioned intermediate the bottom panel and top panel, 
effectively satisfying the limitations of the claim. 

5. Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Young in 
view of Miller and Kepper, and further in view of Bendersky (US 5,255,834). Young in 
view of Miller and Kepper discloses the claimed invention except for a display actually 
being on the display panel, which is located on the outside surface of the expanding 
bag. 
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Bendersky, however, teaches that it is old and well known in the art to provide 
displays on display panels that are located on outside surfaces of bags/packs. It would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to include an image or display on an outside panel of the expanding bag, as 
taught by Bendersky, in order to provide an aesthetically appealing bag/pack to suit 
various consumer tastes. 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 1 have been considered but are moot 
in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Justin M. Larson whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
8649. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 8am - 4pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nathan J. Newhouse can be reached on (571) 272-4544. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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